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Executive Summary 
  
My Final Budget for 2011-12 
 
I presented my final draft consolidated budget for 2011-12 to the London Assembly on 23 
February 2011. The budget was agreed unamended and now represents my final approved 
budget for 2011-12. 
 
For three years running I have frozen the GLA’s element of the Council Tax for residents of the 
32 London boroughs, as well as fulfilling my manifesto commitment that Band D households 
would continue to pay only 38p a week for the 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games. 
 
This means that by the end of this Mayoral term City Hall’s precept will have fallen by 10 
percent in real terms. 
 
Launch of The Right Direction  
 
I visited Finsbury Park transport inter-change on 21 February to launch "The Right Direction" 
my strategy for improving safety and security on public transport until 2013. The chance of 
being a victim of crime on the capital’s bus network is at its lowest since records began in 
2004/05. In the last three years overall crime has fallen by 30 per cent on the buses and by 20 
per cent on the Tube. 
 
Plans to lift police recruitment freeze and boost officers on London’s streets 
 
On 10 February, I announced proposals to lift the recruitment freeze with an additional £42m 
funding. 
 
Due to budget cuts, forces throughout England have frozen recruitment, but the funding 
boost would allow the Met to start hiring again, resulting in London having approximately 
32,510 uniformed police officers by May 2012, more than when I was elected. 
 
Crucial London Overground rail link opens three months early  
 
On 28 February, I opened a crucial rail link allowing passengers to move swiftly between north 
London, the City, Docklands and the south of the capital, three months ahead of schedule. 
 

This is my twenty-ninth report to the Assembly, fulfilling my duty under Section 45 of the 
Greater London Authority Act 1999.  It covers the period 10 February – 9 March 2011. 



 

Barclays Cycle Hire wins Design Award 
 
On 28 February, Transport for London announced that Barclays Cycle Hire had won the 
Transport Category of the prestigious Brit Insurance Design Awards that showcase the most 
innovative and forward thinking designs from around the world. 
 
£800m to improve thousands of council homes across the capital 
 
On 17 February, I announced that thousands of council homes in the capital will be 
transformed, following my success in securing over half of the Government’s £1.6 billion 
Decent Homes budget for London. 
 
 

Budget 

 
My Final Budget for 2011-12 and Council Tax Communication to Taxpayers and Non 
Domestic Ratepayers 
 
I presented my final draft consolidated budget for 2011-12 to the London Assembly on 23 
February 2011. The budget was agreed unamended and now represents my final approved 
budget for 2011-12.  
 
My budget continues to deliver on my priority to provide taxpayer value and protect front line 
services. For three years running I have frozen the GLA’s element of the Council Tax for 
residents of the 32 London boroughs, as well as fulfilling my manifesto commitment that Band 
D households would continue to pay only 38p a week for the 2012 Olympic and Paralympic 
Games. 
 
This means that by the end of this Mayoral term City Hall’s precept will have fallen by 10 
percent in real terms. 
 
In the current economic climate the public sector must do more with less, delivering improved 
public services for no extra cost. I will continue to invest in my priorities by increasing front-
line policing levels, improving public transport, investing in new local green spaces to make 
our city cleaner and greener, working to increase young people’s opportunities and ensuring 
the 2012 Games leave a lasting legacy to lengthen London’s lead as the World’s Best Big City. 
 
The GLA precept for 2011-12 for residents of the 32 London boroughs will be £309.82 for a 
Band D property (the same level as in 2010-11). Residents of the City of London - which has 
its own police force - will pay £81.87 (Band D). 
 
The GLA Council Tax and precept was approved on 23 February 2011 via MD 782. The MD 
also approved the two alternative versions of the Council Tax leaflet which will be circulated by 
the 33 London billing authorities (the 32 London boroughs and the Corporation of London) 
for circulation to the estimated 3.2million households liable to council tax in London and to 
the 280,000 non domestic (business) ratepayers alongside their 2011-12 bills (i.e. before the 
end of March 2011). The two versions consist of a longhand version for placing on billing 
authority websites (which represents the GLA’s preferred text for circulation with tax bills) and 
a shorthand version which billing authorities may, at their discretion, circulate instead with tax 
bills in order to reduce the cost/printing of their council tax billing and leaflet printing 
process. These final versions were circulated to all billing authorities on 24 February. 
 



 

Policing and Community Safety 
 
Launch of The Right Direction  
 
I visited Finsbury Park transport inter-change on 21 February to launch "The Right Direction" 
my strategy for improving safety and security on public transport until 2013.  It sets out the 
priorities and focuses on vulnerable groups such as young people, women and older people.   
The strategy contains a number of priorities to tackle crime and fear of crime on the transport 
system, including reducing theft and anti-social behaviour and increasing the confidence of 
older people when travelling in London.  
 
The chance of being a victim of crime on the capital’s bus network is at its lowest since records 
began, with an average just 11 crimes per million passenger journeys. In the last three years 
overall crime has fallen by 30 per cent on the buses and by 20 per cent on the London 
Underground. There are now just 13 crimes per million passenger journeys on the Tube 
network. During the same period violent crime on the buses fell by 19 per cent and by 15 per 
cent on the Tube and the Croydon Tramlink. 
 
Plans to lift police recruitment freeze and boost officers on London’s streets 
 
On 10 February, I announced proposals to lift the recruitment freeze with an additional £42m 
funding. 
 
Due to budget cuts, forces throughout England have frozen recruitment, but the funding 
boost would allow the Met to start hiring again, resulting in London having approximately 
32,510 uniformed police officers by May 2012. 
 
The Met currently has long waiting lists, which include hundreds of people currently serving as 
PCSOs and special constables who are set to be prioritised for full-time police jobs.  
 
My plans will also protect safer neighbourhood teams in every borough and put an additional 
fully warranted 413 police officers onto the transport network. 
 
‘Buy one get one free’ scheme launched to fund more police officers 
 
On 26 February, I announced a unique ‘buy one get one free’ scheme to recruit more police 
officers in collaboration with local councils. 
 
For every new police officer a borough pays for, I will ‘match fund’ the post and recruit 
another officer. This means boroughs will effectively be given two police officers for the price 
of one – a huge boost to the numbers of uniformed officers patrolling local streets. 
The boroughs will be able to use the new posts to address councils specific local crime 
concerns – from more cops tackling night time anti-social behaviour, to extra officers 
targeting burglary or serious youth violence. 
 
The scheme is part of a total extra funding package for the Met of £42 million saved from 
reserves and prioritised for additional police funding in the capital. 
 



 

London Crime Reduction Board Workshop  
 
On 28 February, my Advisor for Health & Youth Opportunities, Pamela Chesters hosted a high 
level seminar at City Hall of around 60 senior leaders from children’s services, health, the 
police and probation services.  
 
The event was organised at the behest of the convening agencies: the Association of London 
Directors of Children’s Services, the Metropolitan Police Service (MPS) and the GLA by my 
Children and Young People’s Unit and sought joint solutions to improve intelligence sharing 
around work with troubled families where safeguarding and youth violence is an issue. The 
work forms a key element of the Anti-Violence Partnership – one of three main strands of the 
London Crime Reduction Board.  
 
Presentations were made by Directors of Children’s Services and Borough Commanders in 
relation to local good practice on: 

 Overcoming IT challenges; 

 Sharing information across borough boundaries; 

 Building effective links with health and probation; and 

 Dealing with police notifications 
 
Discussion focused around the need to build on the good practice that already exists with a 
view to converging on common standards across London whilst recognising the different roles 
and responsibilities of the range of partners involved.  
 
Work going forward will be led by boroughs and their partners from the initial 10 boroughs 
who have agreed to participate. 
 
Brent Community Conservation 
 
On 2 March, I hosted the third in a programme of Community Conversations; a series of events 
designed to work directly with the communities most affected by serious youth violence. 
 
The event took place in a community venue in Brent and was attended by local residents who 
had a chance to quiz my Deputy Mayor for Policing Kit Malthouse and myself, alongside a 
panel of local experts. 
 
The evening was chaired by Robert Quaye, who chairs the Brent Independent Advisory Group. 
He was joined by a panel from the local area, including Jayne Banful, Youth Counsellor and 
Associate Pastor, Patrick Jacobs, Chair of Not Another Drop, and Kelly Oyebola, Director of 
Potential Mentoring.  
 
During the second half of the evening the audience took part in group workshops to discuss 
what is already going on in the community and the challenges it faces. I also took the 
opportunity to encourage men from the area to sign up to my Mentoring Programme, which 
aims to match black boys aged 10-16 at risk of offending with suitable mentors. 
 
National Specials Weekend 
 
On 11 February, I joined Special Constables on the beat in Bexley to see first hand the vital job 
they do keeping the capital safe.  I want to boost the number of specials by 6,667 in the run 
up to the 2012 Games. 
 



 

My visit came ahead of National Specials Weekend which ran from 12-13 February and I called 
on more Londoners to give up some of their spare time to become a Special.  
 
Specials are unpaid police officers who volunteer at least 16 hours a month to work alongside 
regular police officers.  They come from all walks of life and have the same powers and 
responsibilities as regular police officers. 
 
Support for women exiting prostitution 
 
On 28 February, my Deputy Mayor for Policing, Kit Malthouse, visited an organisation called 
Trust based in Lambeth.  Trust is a voluntary sector organisation offering a holistic package of 
care to women involved in street prostitution in South London to support exiting.  Kit 
Malthouse also participated in a film funded by the Ministry of Justice to promote Trust's 
service model as this is an example of good practice and a model that we are encouraging 
across London. 
 
 

Transport 

 
Crucial London Overground rail link opens three months early  
 
On 28 February, I opened a crucial rail link allowing passengers to move swiftly between north 
London, the City, Docklands and the south of the capital, three months ahead of schedule.  
 
The 2.1km link between Highbury and Islington station (on London Overground’s Richmond 
to Stratford Line) and Dalston Junction (on London Overground’s East London Line) means 
passengers using Victoria Line Tube services or National Rail services stopping at Highbury 
and Islington can now use fast London Overground services to reach the north, east or south 
of the capital.  
 
This will be particularly valuable for Londoners and visitors heading to Stratford for the 
London 2012 Games, providing another way for millions of passengers to reach the Olympic 
Park. 
 
The former East London Tube line carried approximately 9m passengers every year (approx 
30,000 per day) with 5 trains and had 9 stations. 
 
The extended East London Line consists of nearly 15 miles (23 km) of track and calls at 23 
stations (Highbury Islington to New Cross, Crystal Palace and West Croydon). It is predicted 
that by the end of this year, 33m people will use the line (approx 100,000 per day) and 
demand is forecast to increase to 40m in 2016 (approx 120,000 per day).  
 
East London Line and Barclays Cycle Hire win top engineering awards 
 
On 7 March, a TfL project to upgrade and extend the East London Line was awarded the top 
trophy at the ICE London Civil Engineering Awards 2011. The £700 million replacement and 
extension of the existing East London Line into a fast and modern metro service fully 
integrated with London’s Overground rail network was delivered ahead of schedule and 
represents a triumph of collaborative working. 
 
Barclays Cycle Hire also received honours from the ICE. Since its launch in 2010, nearly three 
million journeys have been made using Barclays Cycle Hire scheme. Overcoming the challenges 



 

associated with London’s unique built environment and land ownership involved Transport for 
London working in close partnership with nine different local authorities, The Royal Parks and 
private landowners to secure the best sites for the scheme’s 350 docking stations, without 
compromising the needs of other road or public space users.   
 
The New Bus for London at the Transport Museum 
 
A life-size 3D mock-up of the vehicle has gone on display at the London Transport Museum, 
Covent Garden. It will be on show for three months to give the public a chance to get a close-
up look at the exterior design, and to see part of the interior through the lower deck windows.  
 
The mock-up is inspired by the famous red Routemaster bus and has an open rear platform, 
two interior staircases and will be equipped with the latest green technology.  Transport for 
London has been working with Wrightbus and Heatherwick Studio on the design and 
development of the new bus. The mock-up will be used to fine-tune the design before a 
prototype is manufactured later this year. The first five new buses will enter service in 2012. 
 
Transport for London assumes responsibility from Olympic Delivery Authority for 
delivery of key London 2012 transport programmes 
 
On 9 February, Transport for London confirmed that it had assumed responsibility for the 
London 2012 Games Travel Demand Management (TDM), Olympic and Paralympic Route 
networks and Road Freight Management (RFM) programmes in London. 
 
The Games are now less than 18 months away and the focus of all London 2012 partners is 
now moving from the planning phase to one of implementation and operational delivery.  As 
the lead authority on transport operations in the Capital during the London 2012 Games, TfL 
is already responsible for the delivery and management of a number of key programmes, 
including the Transport Co-ordination Centre, which will ensure co-ordination and 
communication between all transport operators, authorities and London 2012 partners during 
Games-time.   
 
The transfer of these programmes to TfL will further enhance the integration and operational 
management of all London 2012 transport, ensuring athletes, officials and spectators can get 
to their events on time, and London and the UK can keep moving. 
 
London to lead the world as plans unveiled for travel across the Capital with just a 
swipe of a contactless bank card 
 
On 24 February, Transport for London announced that next year it will become the first city in 
the world where passengers will be able to access an entire transport network with just a swipe 
of their contactless bank or credit card. 
 
By the end of 2012, card readers across the whole of the TfL network will have been upgraded 
so that a touch of a contactless bank or credit card will allow passengers to touch in and out 
for pay as you go travel on the bus, Tube, DLR, Tram and London Overground network. The 
new system will be up and running on all of London's 8,000 buses in time for the 2012 Games, 
enabling quick and easy bus travel for the millions of visitors who will flock to the capital to 
enjoy the greatest show on earth. 
 



 

Barclays Cycle Hire wins Transport Category of Brit Insurance Designs of the Year 
Awards 2011 
 
On 28 February, Transport for London announced that Barclays Cycle Hire had won the 
Transport Category of the prestigious Brit Insurance Design Awards that showcase the most 
innovative and forward thinking designs from around the world. The bikes fought off 
competition from the likes of Fiat 500 Twinair, Yikebike New Zealand and Riversimple UK to 
win the transport category. The overall winner of the awards will be announced on Tuesday 15 
March. 
 
Barclays Cycle Hire is continuing to be a phenomenal success in London. Since the launch of 
the scheme just eight months ago, customers have made over 2.8 million journeys around the 
Capital.  Londoners and visitors to the Capital have praised the bikes for their convenience, 
ease of use and value for money, and now they are able to claim admiration for their style as 
well. 
 
Oyster pay as you go confirmed as ticket of choice for millions of National Rail 
commuters in London 
 
On 8 February, Transport for London announced that more than two million journeys are now 
being made each week using Oyster pay as you go on National Rail services in Greater 
London.  
 
Considering the journey levels were around 600,000 when it was first extended to all 350 
National Rail stations in January 2010, this tremendous increase clearly demonstrates the 
fantastic success that Oyster has become. 
 
The roll out doubled the number of stations where Oyster pay as you go was accepted, 
allowing it to be used on all National Rail, Tube, DLR, London Overground, London Buses, 
Tramlink services and Thames Clipper river services. In the last 13 months, Oyster pay as you 
go customers have made over 80 million journeys on rail services. 
 
Key West End Tube station upgrades step up a gear  
 
On 8 February, Transport for London announced that the transformation of two of the 
Capital’s busiest Tube stations had moved into a new phase as works to completely rebuild 
Tottenham Court Road and Bond Street stations step up a gear. Both sets of works, which are 
part of the Tube Upgrade Programme, will require some changes to transport services in the 
area. 
 
When complete, the works at the stations will mean a dramatic increase in capacity for 
passengers, with larger ticket halls, new entrances and escalators, step-free access and direct 
links to Crossrail. 
 
To enable the Bond Street station upgrade to get underway, Oxford Street has been closed 
eastbound between Duke Street and Vere Street for utility works from 14 February for nine 
months and several bus routes will be on diversion.  From April, for eight months, the 
Northern line will not stop at Tottenham Court Road station so that major structural works can 
take place in the platform tunnels. The Central line will continue to serve the station as 
normal. 
 



 

All Taxi and Private Hire Fees Frozen 
 
On 8 February, TfL announced that following a detailed review of the cost of taxi and private 
hire licensing, the costs of all licence fees will be frozen at current rates for the coming 
financial year 2011/2012. 
 
This is the second year in a row that driver fees have been subject to a freeze and the first year 
that all licence fees have been frozen. 
 
Taxi and Private Hire licence fees are reviewed annually and all funds generated are used to 
cover licensing and administrative costs.  
 
In addition, approximately £1m of licence fee income will now be used to partially fund the 
enforcement activity undertaken by the Cab Enforcement Unit, part of the Metropolitan Police 
Safer Transport Command. 
 
Transport for London launches drive to bring through the next generation of 
transport workers 
 
On 9 February, Transport for London issued a call to London boroughs and major transport 
and construction companies to create the next generation of transport workers.   
  
As part of National Apprentice Week, Transport for London has committed to deliver more 
than 2,500 apprenticeship positions - internally and through its suppliers by 2012.     
  
There are so many exciting career opportunities in the transport and engineering sector, yet in 
many areas there is a skills shortage. TfL is determined to address this, and its apprenticeship 
programmes give young people a fantastic opportunity to get involved in building and 
operating London’s transport network, now and in the future. This will give future engineers 
and planners, with a chance to develop a great career and support the continued economic 
growth and development of London and the UK as a whole.  
  
One beneficiary of TfL's apprenticeship programme has been the flagship Barclays Cycle Hire 
which has 24 new mechanical apprentices as well as 133 recruits who were not previously in 
employment.  
 
Plans to provide funding to 13 Biking Boroughs  
 
On 18 February, Transport for London announced that £4m of funding is being made available 
for 13 Biking Boroughs to create cycle hubs and cycling communities in outer London. The 
funding will help boroughs engage the local community in cycling, create better cycle 
infrastructure and parking as well as making cycling safer.   
 
The aim is to create a local culture of cycling with a focus on cycling hubs in town centre 
locations or key areas in the borough where the potential for increasing cycling is greatest. 
They will also receive extra support and expertise from TfL in a bid to encourage greater 
numbers of cyclists in their areas. 
 
From 21 February all 13 Biking Boroughs will have the opportunity to bid for a share of the 
£4m funding with TfL assessing each submission and awarding funding accordingly.   
 



 

The Biking Boroughs are Barking and Dagenham, Bexley, Brent, Bromley, Croydon, Ealing, 
Haringey, Havering, Hillingdon, Hounslow, Kingston, Merton and Redbridge 
 
Funding Agreed for Woolwich Crossrail Station Box 
 
On 16 February, it was announced that agreement had been reached with developer Berkeley 
Homes concerning the construction of the station box for Woolwich station. 
 
The station box will be privately funded by developer Berkeley Homes under an agreement 
with the Department for Transport, Transport for London, Crossrail Ltd and Greenwich 
Council. 
 
The new station will be beneficial for passengers using Crossrail, as well as residents in 
Woolwich and south east London.    
 
The station box at Woolwich would need to be fitted out before it is brought into full 
operational status – this will be conditional on developers and local businesses making 
sufficient contributions to pay for the cost of fitting out the station. 
 
East London Transit celebrates first birthday  
 
On 23 February, Transport for London announced that in the twelve months since its launch 
five and a half million passengers have used the East London Transit (ELT). The project has 
already scooped two awards and passengers are now enjoying quicker and more reliable 
journeys and bus use across the local network has increased by ten per cent.  
 
The East London Transit provides a quick and direct link from Ilford to Dagenham Dock 
station via Barking town centre. It has reduced journey times by 15 percent and a recent 
customer satisfaction survey reported a 5 percentage point improvement in customer 
satisfaction. 
 
As well as being a local success, the ELT has been recognised with two awards. The project 
won the first prize in the Infrastructure category of the UK Bus Awards 2010 for highway 
improvements and bus priority delivered along the route, along with a national award from 
The Royal Institute of British Architects (RIBA) for architectural excellence for its rest area for 
bus drivers at the ELT terminus at Dagenham Dock. 
 
New Managing Director Surface Transport appointed  
 
On 23 February, Transport for London announced that Leon Daniels had been appointed as 
the new Managing Director, Surface Transport.  Leon joins TfL from FirstGroup plc, where he 
is currently Customer Service and Communications Director, UK Bus.  He will take up the post 
in late April and succeeds David Brown, who is leaving TfL at the end of March to join The Go-
Ahead Group plc to become their Group Chief Executive. 
 
 

Economic and Business Policy    
 
Launch of Team London 
 
On 4 March, I launched an ambitious scheme to get thousands more Londoners volunteering 
and helping to transform the capital. 



 

 
Team London, which has been launched as a result of a major commitment from the Reuben 
Foundation, will bring voluntary community organisations together and harness goodwill 
across the city to tackle crime and increase opportunities for young people. 
 
For all its economic dynamism, London faces deep-rooted social challenges and disparities in 
opportunities, health and well-being. Team London will develop a more effective coordination 
of some of the volunteering activity that already exists in the city and aims to make 
volunteering easy to do and easier to find out about. 
 
With the support of New York Mayor Michael Bloomberg, London will be the first city outside 
the United States to launch a programme based on the successful ‘Cities of Service’ model 
instigated in New York, which has been replicated by cities across America. The plan has been 
tailored to address the specific needs of London and will focus on three key areas- crime, 
improving quality of life and increasing youth opportunities. 
 
Already £2 million has been donated to the programme by Team London’s founding 
supporter, the Reuben Foundation, which I am matching with a further £2 million.  The 
intention is to obtain additional funding from the private sector and charitable foundations to 
underwrite activities in the future. 
 
A new partnership for growth 
 
The economic growth of the capital will be supported by a new enterprise partnership between 
City Hall and the capital’s boroughs and businesses. 
 
Covering the whole of the capital, the new London Enterprise Partnership (LEP) will identify 
opportunities for business and economic growth, innovation, training and job creation. It will 
also make the case to central Government to ensure London receives its fair share of funds to 
support economic development. A leading member of the capital’s business community and I 
will co-chaired the Partnership. 
 
The proposal to create a London-wide LEP was given the go ahead by the Coalition 
Government on 17 February. The partners will now establish a board and develop plans to 
ensure London remains the engine of the UK economy and the most competitive city in the 
world for business and maximises inward investment opportunities. 
 
London Fashion Week 
 
As London Fashion Week got underway, I reaffirmed my commitment to support emerging 
design talent and to champion the city’s fashion industry. 
 
Together with the British Fashion Council, I am working to secure a mixture of public and 
private funding to support the growth and development of London Fashion Week. The fashion 
industry alone already employs around 80,000 people in the city and is worth around £21 
billion to the UK economy. Future funding will help to promote the industry and London as 
global creative fashion capital.  
 
Through the London Development Agency’s funding for the British Fashion Council, I have 
backed a number of projects including Fashion Forward and the Centre for Fashion Enterprise, 
which provide support to promising British designers to develop their businesses and become 



 

self- supporting in London. Much of this pioneering work has been replicated in New York by 
the Council of Fashion Designers of America. 
 
Pharmaceutical giant’s new global HQ 
 
On 24 February, I opened the new global headquarters of pharmaceutical giant AstraZeneca in 
Paddington, confirming that the capital is a great location for international businesses. 
 
In a sign of the company’s continued commitment to London, AstraZeneca has moved its 
current global headquarters across town from Mayfair to brand new and larger offices in the 
landmark Two Kingdom Street development, Paddington Central. This major boost to 
London’s business credentials follows the recent announcement by global investment bank JP 
Morgan, to establish its European headquarters in Canary Wharf. 

 
With close links to many leading London universities, Cancer Research UK and the Medical 
Research Council, AstraZeneca will employ around 350 people over three floors in its new HQ. 
This includes 90 staff from its global marketing and sales divisions, some of whom are 
relocating from its US and Brussels operations. 
 
Launch of Vulnerability Self Assessment Tool 
 
On 17 February, my Statutory Deputy Mayor, Richard Barnes, attended and spoke at the 
launch of the Vulnerability Self Assessment Tool in Central London. 
 
The online programme for small to medium business enterprises was developed by the 
National Counter Terrorism Security Office (NaCTSO) in close partnership with leading 
businesses and the Home Office. It assists smaller businesses to identify their vulnerability to a 
terrorist attack in their local community. 
 
At the launch Richard spoke on the importance of business continuity and preparation and 
also took part in a question and answer session with the other speakers who attended. 
 
London First Dinner 
 
On 28 February, my Statutory Deputy Mayor, Richard Barnes, attended a London First Dinner 
held in the City of London.  
 
Visit to the Port of London Authority 
 
On 4 March, my Statutory Deputy Mayor, Richard Barnes, spent the day with the Port of 
London Authority to enhance the relationship between the Mayoralty and the Authority. 
Richard visited the Operations Room and staff at the Thames Barrier as well as receiving 
briefings throughout the visit by Authority management outlining the role and responsibilities 
of the Authority. 
 
 

Environment  
 
Charge points to be installed for Source London 
 
The installation of 1,300 new charging points to encourage more drivers to use electric 
vehicles in the capital has begun. The Source London network of charging points is a key part 



 

of my drive to make London the electric vehicle capital of Europe. Transport for London have 
also finalised a contract that will see Siemens manage the operation of the network and 
registration of drivers. 
 
Londoners will begin to see new and branded Source London points strategically located 
across the city as TfL and its partners begin to install points for the new network of charging 
points in preparation for its launch this spring. Charging points will be installed by over 40 
Source London partners from a range of sectors including Sainsburys, Asda, NCP, Capital 
Shopping Centres, Scottish and Southern Energy and London boroughs. 
 
The deal between TfL and Siemens will see Siemens run the Source London back office to 
March 2014 at no cost to taxpayers. Siemens will operate the management of the network and 
registration for drivers to use Source London. For the first year annual membership of the 
scheme will cost £100 per year and charging will then be free at the point of use. 
 
The installation of Source London charging points coincides with the start of what should be a 
landmark year for electric vehicles as more models arrive in car showrooms. Coupled with the 
Government’s newly available £5,000 consumer incentive grant for electric vehicles the 
number of these vehicles on London’s roads and beyond should significantly increase.  
 
Air Quality 
 
My Environment Adviser Isabel Dedring and officials have met representatives of boroughs, 
the Environment Agency and Defra to discuss measures to improve air quality at waste sites in 
London, which is regulated jointly by boroughs and the Environment Agency. TfL is now 
working with the London Borough of Ealing on practical assistance it can provide at the Horn 
Lane waste site. The GLA has also established an Air Quality Action Group, which will bring 
together the GLA Group, boroughs, Defra and the Environment Agency. The aim of this group 
is to enable joint action to be taken at air quality hotspots more quickly in future. 
 
Improving food standards 
 
On 22 February, my Food Advisor Rosie Boycott attended a prestigious event hosted by top 
chef Cyrus Todiwala, owner and executive chef of Café Spice Namaste, to show London public 
sector chefs, including from across the GLA Group, councils, universities and hospitals, that it 
is easy for chefs to prepare dishes using meat reared to high welfare standards to make 
exciting dishes for their customers, and that it need not cost more. The event was attended by 
nearly 50 chefs and is part of the Good Food on the Public Plate project funded by the GLA 
and delivered by Sustain: The Alliance for Better Food and Farming. Cyrus cooked up some of 
his award-winning recipes, such as shredded chicken with vegetables in black bean/oyster 
sauce; chicken jhalfraezi; chicken kofta curry; diced beef with ginger onion cabbage and chilli 
and the day was a massive success. 
 
New waste technologies 
 
In February, I officially launched the commencement of site works for London's first advanced 
conversion technology for waste. Biossence will receive a commercial loan from the London 
Waste and Recycling Board that will enable it to build and operate London's first full scale 
gasification plant. The plant will be located at the Ford plant in Dagenham and will turn 
London's waste into a gas which will be put through a gas engine in order to supply electricity 
to Ford and export excess electricity to the local grid. 
 



 

Chewing Gum Action 
 
On 24 February, Councillor Catherine West, Chair of London Councils Transport and 
Environment Committee, and I wrote to Lord Henley to notify him of our intention to submit a 
joint bid to the Chewing Gum Action Group for all of the 2011/12 communications budget for 
anti chewing gum litter communications. London is plagued by chewing gum litter and in the 
run up to the 2012 Games we need to channel all our efforts into cleaning up London. The 
Chewing Gum Action Group makes available a sum of money for local authorities to access for 
communications around not dropping chewing gum. Given London's leading role in delivering 
the 2012 Games I believe all of this money should be spent in London. 
 
London Climate Change Partnership 
 
My officers have been working with the London Climate Change Partnership to increase the 
resilience of London’s health and social care sector to extreme weather and climate change. 
This led to a conference on 28 February, which brought key representatives of London’s 
health and social care providers together to examine the risks and opportunities posed by 
climate change to the way Londoners’ health needs are currently supported and how they will 
be served in the future. 
 
Transfer of London Climate Change Partnership 
 
I have approved the transfer of the accountable body role for the LCCP from the GLA to the 
Environment Agency from 01 April 2010. I have also approved the transfer its funds held by 
the GLA to be held by Environment Agency from 01 April 2010. 
 
I have agreed to provide £30,000 funding from the Environment Programme Budget to the 
LCCP towards the delivery of the LCCP work programme in 2010-11. I have also agreed to 
provide a hotdesk for the LCCP Partnership Manager at City Hall for up to 2 days per week, to 
continue to host the LCCP website, and to provide suitable venues for 5 LCCP Steering Group 
meetings and 1 Annual Forum per year. 
 
Recycle for London contracts 
 
I have delegated authority to the Executive Director of Development & Environment and to 
the Assistant Director of Transport & Environment, and in consultation with the Assistant 
Director of London Engagement and the Executive Director of Resources, to enter into 
contracts with suppliers, and procure necessary services in accordance with the GLA’s 
Contracts and Funding Code and the approval decisions made by the Recycle for London 
Steering Group and within the limits of the GLA’s Recycle for London budget.This is in 
addition to the decisions made in MD503 approving the Recycle for London programme. 
 
 

Social Inclusion and Health 
 
Early Parenting Support in London 
 
On 14 February, my Advisor for Health & Youth Opportunities, Pam Chesters, chaired a 
Roundtable on early parenting support in London. The event brought together leading 
providers from the parenting sector, borough representatives, researchers and academics to 
discuss how the GLA can add value to existing work in this area. 
 



 

This work takes forward actions within my Health Inequalities Strategy and, in particular, 
builds on the recognition of the critical importance of parenting in the early years for 
developing children’s emotional, intellectual and behavioural capabilities.  
 
Discussion focused on the need to build a stronger evidence base on what works in parenting 
support particularly in relation to improving early literacy, the role of volunteers and social 
media and how best the GLA can support existing work with parents to improve outcomes for 
children in London. 
 
Economic modelling for early intervention programmes  
 
On 2 March, my Children and Young People’s Unit hosted a roundtable for boroughs, the NHS 
and MPS to share information on work by the Dartington Social Research Unit to translate an 
economic model developed in the US to inform investment decisions in relation to children 
and young people’s services in the UK. The model draws on robustly evidenced prevention and 
early intervention programmes to establish the long term social and financial benefits of 
different interventions. 
 
The event was attended by a range of local authorities involved in Early Intervention and 
Community Budget pilots together with NHS London and the MPS and sought to ensure that 
the model takes account of London-specific issues, such as frequent movement and high 
levels of complex need.  
 
Phase One of this work, to test the feasibility and design the product, is being funded by 
Birmingham and Manchester City Councils together with the GLA. The final product will be 
freely available software that can be used to assist local and regional commissioners of services 
to calculate the costs and benefits of investing in a range of evidenced based programmes. 
This activity is closely linked to work with the Graham Allen Independent Review to support 
local agencies on how best the recommendations can be taken forward in London.  
 
Literacy in London 
 
On 3 March, my Advisor Pam Chesters chaired an event with local authority, voluntary and 
charity organisations to explore how the GLA can support existing activity in London to 
promote the importance of literacy. This work will have a particular focus on under 5s and 
their families. 
 
The meeting discussed several areas including the potential key messages for families and the 
importance of embedding these with activity which is already taking place in the boroughs. 
The group also discussed the role of the GLA, and next steps for taking this work forward with 
partners. Participants were very positive about the value that GLA involvement in this area 
could have. 
 
Improving sexual health of young Londoners 
 
My Peer Outreach Workers were involved in supporting a major event at City Hall on 24 
February to consider more effective approaches to raising young people’s awareness of sexual 
health issues (a work strand within the Health Inequalities Strategy).  
 
The event was organised by MBA Associates and around 140 people attended from Further 
Education, health and youth service backgrounds. Good practice in engaging with young 
people was showcased through a range of stalls and activities.   



 

 
Health Simulation Event 
 
On 4 March, my Advisor for Health and Youth Opportunities, Pam Chesters, attended a Health 
Simulation event which was organised by the GLA in partnership with London Councils and 
NHS London. Approximately 50 leaders from across London attended including Chief 
Executives, GPs and other clinical leaders from across the NHS, Council Leaders, Chief 
Executives and Directors of Children and Adult Services from Local Authorities and senior staff 
from the voluntary sector. 
 
The event enabled participants to experience and gain insight into a number of scenarios on 
how they and partners would respond to likely future challenges in health, and forms part of 
ongoing work to develop a shared understanding of how wider changes in health will impact 
on the capital. The key learning points from the event will be communicated to a wider 
audience of key stakeholders in the near future. 
 
Visit to Black and Ethnic Minority Working Group 
 
On 17 February, my Statutory Deputy Mayor, Richard Barnes, visited the offices of the Black 
and Ethnic Minority Working Group (BEMWG) in Hackney. 
 
Richard was briefed and updated on the activities of the BEMWG and spoke briefly at the 
close of the visit on how the Mayor’s Office could continue to communicate on an ongoing 
basis with the organisation. 
 
Chinese New Year Dinner 
 
My Statutory Deputy Mayor, Richard Barnes, attended the Chinese ’48 Group’ Dinner in 
honour of the Chinese New Year on 17 February in Park Lane. 
 
The ’48 Group’ is an independent business network committed to providing positive relations 
with China. It runs an extensive programme of networking events and hosts high level Chinese 
business dignitaries when they come to the capital. Richard attended the dinner as a guest of 
the London Chinatown Chinese Association. The event attracted some 500 guests from the 
worlds of politics, law, media, industry, commerce, sports, academia and the arts. 
 
Mayor of Hillingdon’s Annual Civic Service 
 
On 20 February, my Statutory Deputy Mayor, Richard Barnes, attended the Mayor of 
Hillingdon’s Annual Civic Service in Ickenham.  
 
Darussalam Masjid and Cultural Centre’s Khat Awareness Day 
 
On 20 February, my Statutory Deputy Mayor, Richard Barnes, visited the Darussalam Masjid 
and Cultural Centre’s Khat Awareness Day in Uxbridge.  
 
Richard met Somali women at the event and listened to their views on Khat and it’s effects on 
the local community. 
 



 

Visit to MiNet Advisory Group  
 
On 22 February, my Statutory Deputy Mayor, Richard Barnes, visited the MiNet (Minority 
Ethnic Network) Advisory Group in Waterloo. 
 
Matters discussed at the meeting included children and young peoples’ concerns, child abuse 
and ESOL.  
 
Association of Turkish Women in Britain Annual Ball 
 
On 26 February, my Statutory Deputy Mayor, Richard Barnes, attended the Association of 
Turkish Women in Britain Annual Ball in High Holborn. 
 
This was the Associations’ 9th Annual Dinner and proceeds from the Dinner were donated to 
charities dealing with domestic violence, namely Women’s Aid and Purple Roof. 
 
Meeting with Latin American Community 
 
On 28 February, my Statutory Deputy Mayor, Richard Barnes, hosted a meeting of 
representatives from London’s Latin American Community. 
 
Items discussed at the regular meeting included the 2011 census, participation of the 
community in voting in elections and our Mayoral Community Receptions. 
 
Everyone’s London 2012 Conference 
 
On 7 March, my Statutory Deputy Mayor, Richard Barnes, attended and spoke at the 
‘Everyone’s London 2012’ Conference in Fleet Street. 
 
Richard spoke on the importance of diversity and inclusion to the London 2012 Games, his 
work as Chairman of the London 2012 Equality and Diversity Forum and also highlighted the 
forthcoming Annual Report of the Forum. The Conference aimed to raise awareness of London 
2012’s work in areas including recruitment, procurement, community relations, service delivery 
and the opportunities that are available for communities across the United Kingdom. 
 
Refugees in Jobs Reception 
 
On 9 March, my Statutory Deputy Mayor, Richard Barnes, attended the ‘Refugees into Jobs’ 
Reception at the College of North West London. 
 
The Reception was held to celebrate the many achievements of the organisation since 1997 
and to mark it’s future within the Refugee Council.   
 
Outcome of public consultation on equality schemes 
 
In February I published two reports on the outcomes of the consultation on my draft schemes 
for disability, race and gender equality.  These report how I consulted and who with, as well as 
the issues raised by respondents and my responses to those issues that fall within my remit. 
The reports can be found at: 
http://www.london.gov.uk/publication/draft-equality-schemes-consultation-reports. 
 

http://www.london.gov.uk/publication/draft-equality-schemes-consultation-reports


 

Disability Capital Conference 2011 
 
I have approved the award of and entry into a contract with F2F Events for a sum of up to 
£42,500 for venue hire, AVA, staging, catering, delegation management and all 
logistical/costs services to facilitate the event. I have approved further expenditure of up to 
£10,000 on: Interpreters (£4,500); Security and Disability trained Support Stewards (£3,500); 
Speaker Expenses (£500); Marketing (£500); and Contingency in resepct of the event 
(£1000). Finally, I have approved F2F Events use of the GLA logo in the marketing of the 
event. 
 
 

London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games, Legacy and Sport 
 
Giant Olympic rings unveiled 
 
Londoners and visitors travelling through St Pancras International station on 3 March 
witnessed the spectacular unveiling of the first set of giant Olympic Rings, marking the first 
step in using the Olympic symbols on iconic landmarks to transform the capital into the Host 
City of the London 2012 Games. 
 
Seb Coe, Chair of the London Organising Committee of the Olympic Games and Paralympic 
Games, London 2012 Olympic mascot Wenlock, children from Christ Church Primary School in 
the London Borough of Camden and I revealed the stunning display at a special event in the 
station. 
 
Built in Hitchin, Hertfordshire over 4 weeks by a team of 25 people, the aluminium Rings 
measure 20 metres wide by 9 metres high and weigh 2,300 kilograms. They were transported 
by lorry in 39 separate parts to St Pancras International station, where they were secretly 
assembled and installed over seven nights. The Olympic Rings are suspended from the roof of 
the Barlow Train Shed at St Pancras International. 
 
The Olympic Rings are one of the world's most recognisable logos. The five Rings – coloured 
blue, yellow, black, green and red – represent the five continents and are interlaced to show 
the meeting of the world's athletes during the Olympic Games. 
 
Global promoter appointed to spread 2012 experience 
 
On 25 February, the Royal Parks, Tower Hamlets Council and I appointed international event 
promoter Live Nation Music UK as the event organiser and promoter of London's four 'Festival 
Live Sites' during the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games. 
 
The Live Sites planned for Hyde Park, Victoria Park, Trafalgar Square and Potters Fields Park 
(next to City Hall) will enable Londoners and visitors to come together to experience and 
celebrate the excitement of the Games on large outdoor screens. 
 
A unique programme of free entertainment will be provided on the sites during the Olympic 
and Paralympic Games including, concerts, cultural and artistic performances and exhibitions 
to showcase London and the UK to the world. 
 
With no cost to the public purse, the Royal Parks, Tower Hamlets and I will grant commercial 
rights to Live Nation allowing them to stage concerts and offer hospitality packages, food and 
drink concessions and merchandising opportunities. 



 

 
UEFA Champions League final 
 
Football legend Gary Lineker, former England and Chelsea player Graeme Le Saux, women’s 
England coach Hope Powell and my Transport Advisor, Kulveer Ranger, joined forces at City 
Hall on 17 February ahead of tickets for the UEFA Champions League men’s final going on 
sale. 
 
Guests were the first to hear the news that London will play host to a free eight-day UEFA 
Champions Festival in Hyde Park in the run up to both the women’s and men’s finals at the 
end of May. 
 
With just over 90 days to go until the build up to the final and the beginning of the UEFA 
Champions Festival, the design of UEFA ticket was unveiled as it was unfurled by abseil down 
the façade of City Hall. 
 
The free Hyde Park festival, created by UEFA with the support of its key sponsors, including 
brands such as Sony, Playstation and Ford, and run in association with the Mayor of London, 
will offer something for all the family. The football-related festival will run from 21 May, 
through to the men’s final at Wembley on 28 May. The festival site will consist of live football 
areas, five aside tournaments and master classes, alongside a wide range of entertainment and 
bars, plus a dedicated UEFA travelling museum which will give fans an opportunity to get close 
to the UEFA Champions Trophy; all in all making Hyde Park the ultimate football fan’s 
destination. 
 
England 2018 World Cup Bid 
 
Following discussions with England 2018 I have agreed that a further contribution of 
£145,000 towards the cost of the FIFA inspection visit is to be funded from the GLA 
contingency. This payment will bring London's financial contribution in line with other 
potential host cities. 
 
Olympic Stadium Disposal 
 
I have approved the Olympic Park Legacy Company’s (OPLC) recommendation that the 
consortium comprising the London Borough of Newham and West Ham United Football Club 
be appointed as the preferred bidder to negotiate with the OPLC the terms of an Agreement 
for Lease and Lease for the disposal of the Olympic Stadium island site on the basis that their 
bid offers the better solution in terms of meeting the project objectives and the best overall 
legacy solution. 
 
 

Government Relations 
 
Meeting with Chief Executive of LB Southwark 
 
On 21 February, I met with Annie Shepperd, Chief Executive of the London Borough of 
Southwark, who was accompanied by the historian Simon Schama.  We discussed the 9/11 
Foundation project. 
 



 

Meeting with Cllr Lord True, Leader of LB Richmond 
 
On 28 February, I met with Cllr Lord True, Leader of the London Borough of Richmond. We 
discussed issues of mutual interest. 
 
Meeting with Chair of London Councils 
 
On 2 March, I met with Mayor Jules Pipe, Chair of London Councils. We discussed issues of 
mutual interest. 
 
 

Housing 
 
£800m to improve thousands of council homes across the capital 
 
On 17 February, I announced that thousands of council homes in the capital will be 
transformed, following my success in securing over half of the Government’s £1.6 billion 
Decent Homes budget for London. 
 
Some of the capital’s poorest council tenants, currently living in some of the worst housing 
conditions in the country, will now see their homes brought up to the national Decent Homes 
standard.  
 
The £821 million share of the Decent Homes programme, agreed with the Department for 
Communities and Local Government (DCLG), will be distributed across 14 London boroughs 
over the next four years. 
 
MIPIM - the world’s premier property conference 
 
On 8 March, I officially opened MIPIM, the world’s premier property conference, and promote 
the unprecedented investment opportunities available in the capital as it gears up for an 
extraordinary period in its modern history. 
 
The next 18 months will see the global attention turning towards the capital beginning with 
the Royal Wedding and followed by the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee and the London Games in 
2012. London has already shown the world how it can deliver the Games infrastructure, from 
its magnificent Olympic Stadium to all its venues, on time and on budget. Most importantly 
the capital is far advanced in delivering its 2012 legacy with a huge range of major investment 
opportunities already arising in the Olympic Park and across east London including the historic 
Royal Docks. A brand new district of the capital, with excellent transport links, is being created 
by using the catalyst of delivering the 2012 Games. 
 
Commissioning of pan-London rough sleeping services devolved to the Mayor  
 
On 23 February, I approved the transfer of the commissioning of pan-London rough sleeping 
services to the GLA from the Department of Communities and Local Government. 
 
Following the successes of my London Delivery Board in tackling rough sleeping in London, 
the Government wants to strengthen the powers that the Mayor has to develop a wide range 
of pan-London initiatives. The transfer of responsibility and funding to the GLA will provide 
greater flexibility to deliver my ambitious aim to end rough sleeping in the capital by the end 
of 2012 and will build upon the excellent work that already goes on at a borough level.   



 

 
The funding - £8.45 million per year over the Comprehensive Spending Review period – will be 
used to fund strategically important pan-London services for rough sleepers, such as outreach 
work, emergency accommodation services for rough sleepers and services to help rough 
sleepers sustain tenancies.   
 
A four-year commissioning strategy setting out the strategic priorities that will underpin the 
funding programme is currently being developed, in consultation with boroughs and other 
stakeholders.  
 
housingmoves service devolved to the Mayor 
 
On 23 February, I approved the transfer of the housingmoves service to the GLA from the 
Department for Communities and Local Government. The transfer will take effect on 1 April 
2011, and includes funding for two years.  
 
Housingmoves runs the Seaside and Country Homes scheme, which has been successfully 
helping London’s older social tenants to start a new life outside the capital for over four 
decades. It contributes about 250 lettings a year to the social rented housing available to 
Londoners, by enabling older underoccupying social tenants in the capital to move to one of 
3,500 homes outside of London. In turn, the homes vacated by these tenants can be used to 
house London's overcrowded and homeless families. 
 
By safeguarding the future of the housingmoves service, I am ensuring that social tenants in 
London continue to have the opportunity to move out of the capital through this scheme. 
 
Pan-London mobility scheme agreed 
 
A consultation by the Homes and Communities Agency (HCA) London Board on a pan-London 
mobility scheme ended on 28 January 2011. There was almost unanimous support among 
respondents for the creation of a scheme, and a high degree of consensus as to how it should 
be developed. A consultation report has now been published. 
 
On 16 February, the Board approved a set of high level principles for the new scheme, which 
reflected the findings from the consultation. The scheme, which will be developed and 
launched in 2011/12, will in the first instance be based on a proportion of relets to existing 
social homes.  
 
The Board also approved a set of proposals for developing the scheme further in future years, 
in collaboration with boroughs, housing associations and other partners. These include the 
possible inclusion of strategic sites, the potential development of a more consistent way of 
dealing with nominations to new affordable homes across London and the consolidation of the 
wider mobility offer for London’s social tenants. 
 
 

Culture and Events 
 
Russian Festival Maslenitsa in London 
 
The Statutory Deputy Mayor, Richard Barnes, attended and delivered a welcome speech at the 
Russian Festival Maslenitsa, a pre-Lent Russian cultural celebration held on 6 March. 
 



 

This year the event moved to Trafalgar Square (from Potters Fields Park), and substantially 
increased in size, with an audience of approximately 50,000.  
 
This festival of Russian arts and culture included live music, dance and theatre for the whole 
family in a vibrant celebration of contemporary Russia and its cultural heritage. 
 
As well as engaging the Russian speaking community, the event supported international 
relations, with attendance from the Russian Ambassador, key members from the Ministry of 
Culture of Russian Federation, Moscow City Government and the Russian Olympic Committee 
(Sochi 2014).   
 
In advance of the Maslenitsa Festival on 4 March, I met with the Presenting Partner of the 
event, Mikhail Prokhorov, from Onexim, who have enable this event to take place in London. 
 
Music Education 
 
On 14 February, I welcomed the Government’s response to Darren Henley’s review into music 
education. As part of my Music Education Strategy the Institute of Education, on behalf of the 
GLA, also launched a comprehensive audit of music education on 14 February. This detailed 
map of in and out of school providers across the capital will help us to tackle duplication, 
share examples of good practice and value for money, and target funding at genuine 
gaps in provision. 
 
International Women’s Day 2011 
 
On 4 March, I celebrated the amazing achievements of London’s women by launching an 
exciting exhibition at City Hall of 40 of the capital’s most influential women over the last 100 
years. The exhibition coincided with the centenary of International Women’s Day, which took 
place on 8 March. 
 
The remarkable women included in the exhibition are leaders in their fields and have made a 
significant contribution within their chosen areas.    
 
Immigration and the arts survey 
 
On 28 February, my survey looking at the impact of the Government’s points-based visa 
system on arts and culture closed. The aim of the consultation was to understand better how 
well the system is functioning and whether it is creating any particular difficulties. The 
survey has received over 100 responses and the data will be shared in due course. 
 
St George's Day 2011 
 
I have approved the allocation of up to £100,000 from the Events for London budget 2010 – 
11 towards St George’s Day events in 2011. This to be allocated as follows: 
 

 Up to £85,000 towards the event production and programme costs of St George’s Day 
concert in Trafalgar Square, to take place on Saturday 23 April 2011; 

 Up to £15,000 for marketing, branding, documentation, evaluation, Trafalgar Square 
costs; 4.  

 



 

I have also approved the commencement of a competitive procurement exercise, using the 
Events for London‘Framework’ of companies to source event production and artistic 
programme management services. 
 
St Patrick's Day Festival 2011   
 
I have approved the allocation of up to £100,000 from the Events for London 2010/11 
budget towards St. Patrick’s Day to procure a contract for the value of £95,000 excluding VAT 
to the organisation submitting a response representing best value for money to provide event 
design, management and delivery services for ‚St. Patrick’s Day‛ under the Events for London 
framework agreement PN421, where up to 18 approved suppliers will bid. 
 
I have also agreed to: 
 

 Enter into year 2 of a 3 year sponsorship agreement with Lebara Mobile for £25,000 in 
year 1, £30,000 in year 2 and £35,000 in year 3;  

 Enter into a contract for letting of bar, catering and retail concessions with income of 
up to £12k; 

 Enter into a sponsorship agreement with Tourism Ireland for £30,000 and Bord Bia for 
£15,000 both of which to be used to run a school project competition in conjunction 
with the St. Patrick’s Day Festival entitled ‘Know your Neighbour – the Island of 
Ireland’; and 

 The seeking and obtaining of sponsorship connected with the event. 
 
 

GLA Organisation  
 
Capital Spending Plan 2011-12 
 
I am required, under section 122 of the Greater London Authority (GLA) Act 1999, to prepare, 
for each financial year, a capital spending plan for the functional bodies: Metropolitan Police 
Authority (MPA), London Fire and Emergency Planning Authority (LFEPA), Transport for 
London (TfL) and London Development Agency (LDA). I approved the final Capital Spending 
Plan for 2011-12 on 23 February 2011 via MD 780 and it was published on 28 February 2011. 
 
http://www.london.gov.uk/who-runs-london/greater-london-authority/budget-2011-12. 
 
Trafalgar and Parliament Squares 
 
I have approved the 10 year programme of works for fabric conservation and maintenance of 
statues, structures and mechanical/electrical plant at Trafalgar Square and Parliament Square 
Gardens covering the period 2010/11 to 2019/20, noting that: 
 

(a) The allocation of financial resources will be subject to annual decisions on the 
Authority’s budget and capital programme; 
 

(b) TfL’s procurement function will be engaged to develop appropriate contract strategies, 
including seeking partnership arrangements, in order to ensure a cost effective 
approach to the financial management of all contracts; an annual condition report will 
be produced to inform any year on year adjustments that might be necessary. 

 

http://www.london.gov.uk/who-runs-london/greater-london-authority/budget-2011-12


 

As part of the Authority’s budget planning process, the Executive Director of Resources will 
receive an annual report that provides an overview of the condition of the squares and the 
resources necessary to maintain standards and operational needs. 
 
GLA Advisory Panel report on senior salaries 
 
Noting that this is a joint decision to be formally taken with the Assembly, I have agreed to 
the recommendations of the GLA Advisory Panel on the 2009 Senior Salaries Review Body’s 
Review. 
 
Amendments to the Protocol on Mayoral Appointments 
 
Following a review undertaken by the Authority’s Standards Committee, I have approved the 
following changes to the Protocol on Mayoral Appointments:  
 

a) To remove the requirement for there to be an independent element involved in 
relation to appointments made under Section 67(1) of the GLA Act 1999 (as 
amended); 

b) To slightly modify the Protocol in relation to all other appointments, by making the 
link to ‘Nolan’ principles and the role of the Assistant Director, HR and Organisational 
Development clearer and to provide enhanced briefing to those who serve as an 
independent element in such appointments. 

 
Consultation on 2010-11 Borrowing Limits 
 
I have agreed that the London Assembly Budget and Performance Committee and each 
functional body (excluding the LDA) should be consulted about making changes to the 2010-
11 borrowing limits originally approved in MD591 in March 2010 (as amended for TfL in 
MD652 in August 2010) for TfL, the MPA and LFEPA.  
 
Shared Internal Audit Services – GLA and MPA 
 
I have approved the GLA entry into an arrangement with MPA for the MPA’s discharge of the 
GLA’s Internal Audit function. 
 
 

Appointments 
 
Advisor on Outer Borough Relations 
 
I have confirmed the appointment of Cllr Teresa O’Neill, Leader of the London Borough of 
Bexley, to act as my informal Advisor on Outer London Relations for the duration of my term 
of office. 
 
Review of the post of Chief Executive 
 
Noting that this is a joint decision to be formally taken with the Assembly, I have agreed, 
following a review into the roles and functions currently undertaken by the Chief Executive 
and formal consultation with the Chief Executive and affected staff, to delete the post of 
Chief Executive.  
 



 

Noting that this is a joint decision with the Assembly, and in accordance with the Statutory 
Officers Protocol, I have agreed the appointment for the Head of Paid Service and Greater 
London Returning Officer roles and functions which must continue if the Chief Executive’s 
post is approved for deletion.   
 
Noting it is a joint decision with Assembly, I have approved the interim appointments for the 
Head of Paid Service and Greater London Returning Officer, if the Chief Executive post is 
approved for deletion and whilst the appointment process is undertaken. It is proposed that 
Martin Clarke, Executive Director of Resources, is appointed as interim Head of Paid Service 
and Mark Roberts, Executive Director of the Secretariat as interim Greater London Returning 
Officer. 
 
 

Planning and Development Control 
 
Silvertown Way project 
 
I have approved a gross budget of £25,067,488 for the Silvertown Way project, an increase of 
£4,967,488 from the previously approved budget of £20.1m (MAF 3319). 
 
Pre-application charging fees  
 
I have approved an increase in the pre-application service charges from £2,500 for an initial 
meeting and £800 for a follow up meeting to £4,000 for an initial meeting and £1,000 for a 
follow up meeting. The new charges are to take effect from 1 March 2011. 
 
 
Planning Decisions (Stage II referrals) 
 
Zenith House, LB Barnet 
I have written to the London Borough of Barnet stating that I am content to allow the Council 
to determine the application itself. 
 
Former GLS Depot, LB Haringey 
I have written to the London Borough of Haringey stating that I am content to allow the 
Council to determine the application itself. 
 
Enderby Wharf, LB Greenwich 
I have written to the London Borough of Greenwich stating that I am content to allow the 
Council to determine the application itself. 
 
Tideway Industrial Estate, LB Wandsworth 
I have written to the London Borough of Wandsworth stating that I am content to allow the 
Council to determine the application itself. 
 
One Crown Place, LB Hackney 
I have written to the London Borough of Hackney stating that I am content to allow the 
Council to determine the application itself. 
 
International House, City of London 
I have written to the City of London stating that I am content to allow the Council to 
determine the application itself. 



 

 
 
Delegated Planning Decisions (Stage II referrals) 
 
The Deputy Mayor for Policy and Planning, under powers I delegated to him, has sent letters 
in response to the following statutory referrals: 
 
Serpentine Road, City of Westminster 
The Deputy Mayor has written to the City of Westminster stating that he is content to allow 
the Council to determine the application itself. 
 
Horse Guard Parade, City of Westminster 
The Deputy Mayor has written to the City of Westminster stating that he is content to allow 
the Council to determine the application itself. 
 
 
Planning Decisions (Stage I referrals) 
 
I have asked officers to send letters giving comments about the following stage one referrals: 
 

 Former Nicholls + Clarke Site, LB Tower Hamlets 

 210-218 Old Street, 70-100 City Road, 32-37 Featherstone Street & 13-15 Mallow 
Street, LB Islington 

 3A Gallions Reach, LB Newham 

 Westel House, LB Ealing 

 The Former Oldchurch Hospital Site, LB Havering 

 Excalibur Estate Regeneration Area, LB Lewisham 

 714-746 London Road, LB Hounslow 

 Greenwich Peninsula Plots No.207, 405, M0106-10 & M0118, LB Greenwich 

 South Point, LB Sutton 

 Land to South of William Girling Reservoir, LB Enfield 

 First Central, Park Royal, LB Brent  

 Kings Hall Sports Ground, LB Bromley 

 Former Capsticks Building, LB Wandsworth 

 One Park Place, Canary Wharf, LB Tower Hamlets 

 Dexion House, LB Brent 
 
 
Delegated Planning Decisions (Stage I referrals) 
 
The Deputy Mayor has asked officers to send letters giving comments about the following 
stage one referrals: 
 

 The Fairground Site, LB Redbridge 

 8 Albert Embankment, LB Lambeth 
 
 



 

Development Plans 
 
I have written to the following Councils giving a response to their development plan 
consultations:  
 

 Islington Development Management Policies, LB Islington 

 Bunhill and Clerkenwell Area Action Plan, LB Islington 

 Islington Site Allocations DPD, LB Islington 

 South London Waste DPD, Submission, LB Croydon, Kingston, Merton & Sutton 

 North Olympic Fringe Area Action Plan, LB Waltham Forest 

 Waltham Forest Core Strategy, LB Waltham Forest 

 Development Management Policies, Preferred Options, LB Waltham 
 
  
Decisions made under delegation to Assistant Director - Planning  
 

 Former Harold Wood Hospital, LB Havering 

 Former GLS Depot Site, LB Haringey 

 Western Strip of Land of PDZ 8c of Olympic & Paralympic Park, ODA 

 Land adjacent to Jenkins Lane, LB Newham 

 Draft Trees and Public Realm SPD, City of Westminster 
 
 

Key Engagements 

 
Among my additional engagements since my last report were the following:  

 

 I attended the Budget Assembly Plenary on 10 February 

 I met with Daniel Moylan, Deputy Chair of Transport for London, to discuss transport 
issues on 10 February 

 I had my regular meeting with Transport for London on 10 February 

 I attended a Mayor’s Fund charity event on 10 February at the Guildhall 

 I visited Bexley on 11 February to join a team of Specials on patrol. 

 I met with the Turkish Business Network on 11 February 

 I had an introductory meeting with the Turkish Ambassador, His Excellency Mr. Ünal 
Çeviköz on 11 February 

 I launched ‚The Right Direction‛, my strategy for improving safety and security on 
public transport until 2013 as part of a visit to Finsbury Park Station, on 21 February 

 I met with the Lord Mayor of London, Michael Bear, on 21 February to discuss issues 
of mutual interest 

 I met with Ray Lewis to discuss youth opportunities and mentoring on 21 February 

 I met with Annie Sheppard, Chief Executive of Southwark, & Simon Schama on 21 
February to discuss the 9/11 London Project 

 I addressed the Federation of Small Business in London Annual dinner on 21 February 

 I attended the opening of the Olympic Velodrome at the Olympic Park on 22 February 

 I had my regular discussion on policing in London with AC Tim Godwin, Acting Police 
Commissioner, on 22 February 

 I spoke at David Brown’s farewell reception on 22 February  

 I attended the Budget Mayor’s Question Time on 23 February 



 

 I had my regular monthly catch up with Rogers Evans AM, Leader of the Conservative 
Group on the Assembly, on 23 February 

 I chaired my regular planning decisions meeting on 23 February 

 I opened the new AstraZeneca HQ in Paddington on 24 February 

 I attended a meeting of London Boroughs to discuss parallel events during the 
Olympic Games on 24 February 

 I met with Daniel Moylan, Deputy Chair of Transport for London, to discuss transport 
issues on 24 February 

 I had my regular meeting with Transport for London on 24 February 

 I met with David Lammy MP on 24 February to discuss the regeneration of the Upper 
Lea Valley 

 I took part in a Basketball photo to promote the forthcoming NBA Basketball Week 
NBA on 25 February 

 I attended the London Fire Brigade Special Achievement Awards on 25 February 

 I took the first train in public service on the linked up Highbury & Islington extension 
to the East London Line on 28 February 

 I met with Cllr Lord Nick True, Leader of Richmond, to discuss borough issues on 28 
February 

 I met with Tony Arbour AM and a delegation of Conservative Assembly members on 28 
February to discuss CIL 

 I had my regular meeting with Lord Coe & Paul Deighton, LOCOG, and Justin King on 
28 February to discuss preparations for the 2012 Olympic Games 

 I attended the launch of the World Skills series of 'Have a Go' events on 28 February 
with John Hayes MP 

 I spoke at an event hosted by the Damilola Taylor Trust involving the R&B singer Trey 
Songz on 28 February  

 I hosted a drinks reception for London media on 28 February 

 I met with representatives of The Royal Parks Agency and The Royal Parks Foundation 
on 1 March to discuss the Royal Parks in London 

 I met the Conservative Group on the Assembly on 1 March 

 I attended the Chinese Business Association launch on 1 March  

 I attended a roundtable breakfast hosted by Finsbury on 2 March 

 I chaired my regular planning decisions meeting on 2 March 

 I met with the Rt Hon Liam Fox MP, Secretary of State for Defence on 2 March to 
discuss areas of mutual interest 

 I met with Mayor Jules Pipe, Chair of London Councils, to discuss areas of joint 
working on 2 March 

 I attended the Community Conversation Programme event in Brent on 2 March 

 I opened the new Winter Gardens in Battersea on 3 March 

 I met with the Rt Hon Francis Maude, MP, Minister for the Cabinet Office, on 3 March 
to discuss areas of mutual interest 

 I met with Daniel Moylan, Deputy Chair of Transport for London, to discuss transport 
issues on 3 March 

 I had my regular meeting with Transport for London on 3 March 

 I met with Justin King, Sainsbury’s, on 3 March to discuss business transport in London 

 I attended the unveiling of the Olympic Rings event at St Pancras Station on 3 March 

 I met with Mikhail Prokhorov on 4 March to promote the Maslenitsa event 

 I attended the Team London Trade launch on 4 March 

 I gave a reading at the Literacy event taking place at Trafalgar Square on 4 March 



 

 I attended the Berkley Group event at Horse Guards on 4 March 

 I attended the Boat Race press launch on 7 March 

 I attended the MIPIM Property Conference in Nice on 8 March. The main aspects of 
the visit are as follows: 

o I carried out the official conference opening   
o I addressed the main MIPIM plenary on the Olympics/Royals  
o I officially opened the London Pavilion and gave a speech 
o I announced the results of the Meanwhile Uses competition for the Royal 

Docks 
o I attended a media breakfast briefing  
o I attended events organised by London First and the Olympic Park Legacy 

Company 
 I attended the launch of my street party campaign ‚the Big Lunch‛ and announced 

Barbara Windsor as my Street Party Ambassador at an event in Bethnal Green on 9 
March 

 
 

Ends 
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